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luxuriant growth of vegetation  such  animals  as  the tiger,
hyena, panther, jackal, and porcupine are found.

The Amur-Ussuri Region

Close to the borders of Manchuria, in the middle courses
of the Amur and Ussuri rivers, there is a region which enjoys
a climate transitional in character between that of the Taiga,
or coniferous forest to the north, and the monsoon type of
climate experienced farther south.

The transitional nature of the climate is reflected in the
natural vegetation. In the river valleys there are damp,
luscious meadows. Large areas of the hillsides, as -well as
considerable areas of flatter land, are forested, with a mixture
of fir and Manchurian nut, pine and cedar, as well as extensive
broad-leaved forests of oak, lime, cork-oak, and elm. Apricots
and peaches grow wild. The undergrowth is thick and
luxuriant, often almost tropical in appearance, with lilacs,
acacia, wild grapes, many types of lianas, and giant ferns.
Near to the shores of lakes and rivers the lotus and giant
water-lily grow. The animal life is equally exotic. Trip tiger
and the deer, the panther and the sable, are found in the
same district. There are leopards and squirrels, musk-ox and
bears, antelopes and weasels, Egyptian ibis, larks and pheasants. 4

The valuable timbers of these forests have an enhanced
value owing'to their proximity to the Pacific Ocean and the
ease of transport along the great rivers.

The Poorer Forest %pnes of the Crimea, Caucasus^ and
Middle Asia
The Crimea. The northern slopes of the Crimean Moun-
tains are forested to a height of 500 feet, with oak and the
small-leaved hornbeam on the lower slopes, and beech forests
on the higher mountains. The highest slopes are covered
with pines. In the Yaila the forests attain a height of 2600
to 5200 feet. The dry limestone surfaces of the tops of the
ranges are treeless.